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5. Contents of the Reply 

(1) With respect to the written opinion issued by International Search 
Authority declaring that the claims of the present application lacks 
inventiveness, the applicant makes a reply as follows. 

(2) The applicant amended both claims 1 and 4 as follows by the Amendment 
filed on the same date as this Written Reply. These amendments are based on 
the description of the paragraph [0025] of the specification (page 5, lines 28 to 
34 of the English specification) of the present application. 

l(Amended). A composition for cord coating comprising a latex of a first 
rubber, a phenol resin, and a water-soluble condensation product of 
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resorcinol-formaldehyde so that a ratio of the first rubber to a solid content of 
the composition, a ratio of the phenol resin thereto, and the ratio of the water 
soluble condensation product thereto are 30 to 95 wt.%, 0.01 to 30 wt.%, and 2 
to 15 wt.%, respectively, wherein 

the first rubber is a nitrile group-containing highly saturated polymer 
rubber having an iodine value of 120 or less, 

the water-soluble condensation product is a novolac-type condensation 
product, and 

the phenol resin is a novolac-type phenol resin obtained through 
reaction between phenol and formaldehyde under the influence of an acid 
catalyst. 

4(Amended). A reinforcing cord for rubber reinforcement comprising a 

reinforcing fiber and a coating layer formed so that the reinforcing fiber is 

coated, wherein 

the coating layer is formed of a composition for cord coating, 

the composition for cord coating includes a latex of a first rubber, a 

phenol resin, and a water-soluble condensation product of 

resorcinol-formaldehyde so that a ratio of the first rubber to a solid content of 
the composition, the ratio of the phenol resin thereto, and the ratio of the 
water-soluble condensation product are 30 to 95 wt.%, 0.01 to 30 wt.%, and 2 to 
15 wt.%, respectively, 

the first rubber is a nitrile group -containing highly saturated polymer 
rubber having an iodine value of 120 or less, 

the water-soluble condensation product is a novolac-type condensation 
product, and 

the phenol resin is a novolac-type phenol resin obtained through 
reaction between phenol and formaldehyde under the influence of an acid 
catalyst. 

(3) The written opinion issued by International Search Authority considered 
that the claims 1 to 10 of the original claims lacked inventiveness, based on 
Reference 1 (W094/12443), Reference 2 (JP6(l994)-212572 A), Reference 3 
(JP2(1990)-216281 A), and Reference 4 (JP2001- 146686 A). 

In response to the written opinion, the applicant amended the claims 1 
and 4 as described above, and made it clear that "the phenol resin is a 
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novolac-type phenol resin obtained through reaction between phenol and 
formaldehyde under the influence of an acid catalyst". 

Reference 3 describes a condensed phenol compound that is "obtained 
through reaction among 2,6-bis(2 , ,4 , -dihydroxyphenylmethyl)-4-chlorophenol, 
2,6-dihydroxymethyl-4-chlorophenol and resorcinol in an appropriate molar 
ratio in an alkaline aqueous solution" (in Reference 3, page 2, in lower left 
column, line 17 to lower right column, line 3). Clearly, this compound is not a 
novolac-type phenol resin, because the condensation reaction is performed in 
the alkaline water solution. Therefore, none of References 1 to 4 describes the 
phenol resin used in the amended claims 1 and 4 of the present application. 

The composition for cord coating of the amended claim 1 of the present 
application uses the above-described novolac-type phenol resin, so that the 
generation of alkaline components from the phenol resin will be prevented 
(paragraph [0025] of the specification of the present application). As described 
in the paragraph [0032] of the specification (page 6, line 33 to page 7, line 3 of 
the English specification) of the present application, the degradation of a 
reinforcing fiber caused by the alkaline components will be prevented by 
preventing the generation of the alkaline components. 

Similarly, the reinforcing cord for rubber reinforcement of the amended 
claim 4 of the present application uses a novolac-type phenol resin, so that the 
degradation of a reinforcing fiber caused by the alkaline components will be 
prevented. 

Thus, the composition for cord coating of the amended claim 1 and the 
reinforcing cord for rubber reinforcement of the amended claim 4 have superior 
effects. 

As described above, the person skilled in the art can not easily conceive 
the amended claims 1 and 4 even though he refers to the prior references. 
Therefore, the amended claims 1 to 10 have inventiveness. 

(4) The applicant amended spelling errors of "terpolymerlatek" in claims 3 and 
6 into "terpolymerlatex". 
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